CALIFORNIA DECA CONSTITUTION

HIGH SCHOOL DIVISION

Article I.
Name


The official name of this organization shall be The California Association of DECA.

Article II.
Purposes


The Purposes of The California Association of DECA are:

· To assist local chapters of DECA in the growth and development of their chapter and its members.

· To further develop a respect for education in marketing, management, and entrepreneurship which will contribute to career and technical competence?


· To promote understanding and appreciation of the responsibilities of citizenship in our free, competitive enterprise system.

Article III.
Organization
Section 1.  The California Association of DECA is an association of local DECA chapters in the state of California.

Section 2.
The state association shall be composed of five divisions – a high school division, a Delta Epsilon Chi division, a collegiate division, a professional division and an alumni division.

Section 3.
The administration of the California Association of DECA shall be vested in the Board of Directors of CA DECA Inc., providing direction and guidance to the state DECA advisor.

Section 4.
The state DECA advisor will represent California DECA as a member of DECA Inc., will represent California DECA throughout the state, will promote, train, and recruit new DECA chapters and advisors, will market DECA to private enterprise and will be the liaison for DECA on the statewide community advisory committee.

Section 5.
The Board of Directors of the California Association of DECA shall issue charters to local DECA chapters.

Article IV.
Membership

Section 1.  The members of the California Association of DECA shall be students in the chartered chapters of California.

Section 2.
Classes of membership, which shall be recognized by the California Association of DECA, are: Active Members: These shall be student enrolled in a high school program of marketing education as approved by the State of California or student enrolled in a career path with a marketing emphasis.  The career path students may or may not be currently enrolled in a marketing class, but will have completed or will be enrolled in a marketing class as part of the career path training.  All active members must pay dues as established by the California association and will be eligible to hold district, state, or national offices, and participate in district, state or national competitive events.  If chooses, the member may serve as a voting delegate and represent their chapter in district and state DECA affairs of the high school division or represent their state in International affairs of the high school division.


Professional Members: These persons may be associated with or participate in the professional development of DECA as approved by the state association.  Such members may include teacher-coordinators, teacher-educators and marketing education supervisors, advisory committee members, and others willing to contribute to DECA’s growth and development.  Professional members will pay dues as established by California DECA, but will not be eligible to serve as a voting delegate, hold office or otherwise represent California DECA.

Honorary Members: These shall be leaders in the field of education, in business, or in government and must be approved by the California Board of Directors
Article V.

Voting


Each chapter will have two (2) votes on all business.

Article VI.

Meetings


Section 1.  The California DECA Career Development Conference shall be held each year and this shall serve as the official annual meeting of the California Association of DECA Inc.

Section 2.
The Board of Directors shall be empowered to call special meetings of the California State Association.

Article VII.

Officers

Section 1.
The student officers of the California Association of DECA shall be: The State President, the State Vice-Presidents – Southern and the Northern District, the Vice-President of Communications, Vice-President Web Communications, and the Vice- President of Civic Consciousness.

Section 2.
The officers shall serve for a term of approximately one-year, from State CDC through June of the next year.  The Vice-Presidents will also serve as the District President for their respective districts.

Section 3.
The state officers will be elected each year at the State Career Development Conference.

Section 4.
The election of the state officers will be held in the following manner:

A. Each chapter will have 2 votes for State President, State Vice-President (from their district) Vice-President of Communication, Vice-President of Web Communication and Vice-President of Civic Consciousness.

B. Balloting will be by secret ballot

C. The election of officers will be in the following sequence:
1. Vice-President of Web Communications

2. Vice-President of Communications

3. Vice-President of Civic Consciousness

4. Vice-President, Southern District

5. Vice-President, Northern District

6. State President

D. No chapter may have more than two students serving on the State Action Team.

Article VIII.

Dues

Section 1.
State dues shall be determined by the California Association and shall be payable to National DECA by the November 15 of each school year.

Section 2.
The membership year shall be September 1 to August 31, inclusive.

Section 3.
The State Advisor shall report on or before March 1, of each school year as to which chapters have paid their membership dues in full.  These chapters shall be designated as chapters in good standing.

Section 4.
Each student must have dues paid by February 10 in order to be eligible to run for state office or national office and/or to participate in competitive events at the District, State and/or International Career Development Conference.

Article IX.

Emblems and Colors

Section 1.
The emblem of the California Association of DECA was adopted in 1999.

Section 2.  The colors shall be the same as those adopted by National DECA.

Article X.

Amendments

Section 1.
This constitution may be amended by two-thirds vote of the voting delegates to any State Conference.

Section 2.
Only such amendments shall be made as are in the keeping with the purposes stated in Article II of this constitution.

Article XI.

Audit

Section 1.
An auditing committee appointed by the State Advisor or designee shall audit the accounts of the association each year.

Article XII.

Delegates to the National Career Development Conference

Section 1.
The number of delegates shall be variable with the directives of National DECA.

Article XIII.

Rules, Regulations and By-Laws

Section 1.  Such rules, regulations, and by-laws, which are deemed necessary for the proper conduct of this association, shall be adopted.

Section 2.
No rules, regulations, or by-laws shall be adopted which are contrary to this constitution

Section 3.
In all meeting, Robert’s Rules of Order, revised, shall serve as standard procedure.

Section 4.
State dues will include insurance and be $8.00.  National Dues are $8.00.  All California DECA members are members of National DECA.
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